Key results: 2005 IAU Global Survey on Internationalization of Higher
Education
The following provides highlights of some of findings of the 2005 IAU Global Survey on
Internationalization of Higher Education, reported in Internationalization of Higher Education:
New Directions, New Challenges, authored by Dr. Jane Knight and published by IAU.
To order a copy of this report, please go to:
http://www.unesco.org/iau/internationalization/pdf/internationalisation_order_form.pdf

Key Findings
1) Importance of internationalization
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73% of HEIs rank internationalization as a high priority. The results are exactly the same as the
findings of the 2003 IAU survey indicating that the strong interest in the international dimension
of higher education has been sustainable for this two year period.
The results “revealed a marked difference among the level of importance given to
internationalization by HEIs themselves (73%) and their perceptions of the lower importance it
has for NUAs (49%) and national government bodies (46%)”. (2005 IAU Global Survey
Report; Internationalization of Higher Education: New Directions, New Challenges, p.41)

2) Rationales for internationalization
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No single rationale stood out as the most important for internationalization. The findings at the
regional levels seem to be in line with the perceived current interest and priorities at the regional
level. However, the diversity of rationales has implications for national and institutional policy
and funding, as support needs to be spread across three or four key rationales.

3) Benefits and Risks for internationalization
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There is an overwhelming confirmation that internationalizations does bring benefits to higher
education. Yet this is qualified by the fact that 70% believe there are also risks associated with
international dimensions of higher education.

4) Most important benefits of internationalization
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There is a high level of consistency between the key rationales driving internationalization and
the perceived benefits. This is important for education leaders and policy makers as it shows a
strong link between articulated rationales and actual benefits.

5) Internationalization policy/strategy
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The top five most important elements of internationalization policies/strategies are fairly
consistent with the perception of the current practice of internationalization. What is not
expected is the low ranking given to ‘distance education’ given that it was identified as one
of the fastest growing aspects of internationalization in the 2003 IAU Global Survey.

6) Regional level HEI geographic priorities
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Four out of six regions selected their own region as their most important priority regional,
indicating the importance of regional collaboration. Europe is the only region ranked as first or
second priority across all six regions. North American HEIs ranked regional North American
cooperation as their fourth choice. HEIs in Middle East ranked cooperation within their region
as second priority after Europe.

