








IIE-Atlas Project
IAU continues to participate in the Institute for International Education
(IIE) Atlas project on international student mobility 
(http://atlas.iienetwork.org/). Its latest meeting took place in Utrecht,
The Netherlands, at the invitation by IAU to its partners to organise
parallel events to coincide with the IAU General Conference.  
The meeting focused most particularly on the way forward for the project,
since the IIE succeeded in securing funding for a next phase of the project.
It was suggested that the Atlas Portal become more international and
that the work of the Steering Committee focus on the development of
capacity-building material.

Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)
Within the framework of a new agreement with the Asia-Europe
Foundation (ASEF) IAU will update the data the Association provided
three years ago on higher education systems and institutions in the
countries covered by ASEF.  This data allowed ASEF to developed a portal
on student mobility between Europe and Asia called DEEP (Database on
Education Exchange Programmes). The DEEP portal is available at:
www.deep.asef.org.  IAU is also a Member of the ASEM Education Hub
(AEH) Advisory Committee. The AEH portal aims to become a multi-
dimensional platform for cooperation and exchanges among Asian and
European higher education stakeholders. The AEH portal is available at:
www.aeh.asef.org/.

L’Etudiant
IAU collaboration with L’Etudiant, a major French publisher of student
oriented news and directories is now well established.  Each January,
IAU is invited to participate and offered a complementary booth at the
Salon des formations internationales organized by L’Etudiant in Paris,
France.  Moreover, IAU is a partner and a member of the selection
committee of the European Young Entrepreneurs Awards Innovact
organized by L’Etudiant with the support of the European Commission.
The aim of the award programme is to reward new and challenging
projects proposed by students from the European continent.
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The IAU President, Board Members, the Secretary-General and senior
staff members are often called upon to take an active part in / or speak
at international conferences and meetings organized by IAU members,
partners and other organizations active in the higher education sector.
Below is a partial list of events in which IAU took an active part, in the
year under review.  

November 2007
Worldwide Universities Network (WUN) Conference on Realizing
the Global University
London, UK 

Meeting of the Steering Committee of the Global Initiative for
Quality Assurance Capacity Building (GIQAC) 
UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France

4th International Conference on Environmental Education
Ahmedabad, India

Association of Indian Universities (AIU) Annual Conference
Chennai, India 

December 2007
Asia-Europe Foundation Second Advisory Committee Meeting of
the ASEM Education Hub (AEH)
Alicante, Spain 

January 2008 
Visits and meetings with Universities and Higher Education
Institutions in Israel
Israel 

UNESCO Forum on Higher Education, Research and
Knowledge: Symposium on Comparative Analysis of
National Research Systems
UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France 

February 2008
American Council on Education 90th Annual Meeting: 
Taking Charge of our Future
San Diego, USA 

University Visit: University of Arizona
Arizona, USA

March 2008 
UNESCO Forum for Higher Education, Research and Knowledge on
Current Trends in Post-Graduate Research: A Global Overview
Dublin, Ireland 

International Association of University Governing Bodies 
(IAU-GB) Experts Workshop on Autonomy and Its Challenges
in a World of Global Education
London, UK 

Salon Innovact, Selection Panel for the Espoirs Européens de
l’Innovation
Reims, France 

April 2008
Classifying European Institutions of Higher Education (CEIHE)
Santander, Spain
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Global  Higher Education 
Forum (GHEF), Knowledge 

and Relevant Human 
Resource Development, 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

IAU representation at conferences and Meetings 



May 2008
Biennale on Education in Africa: Beyond primary education
Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA)
Maputo, Mozambique

Bologna 2020 – Unlocking Europe’s potential – Contributing to
a Better World
Ghent, Belgium

NAFSA 2008 Annual Conference: Shaping the Future of
International Education
Washington DC, USA

June 2008 
15th Joint Meeting of the ENIC-NARIC Networks European
Network of Information Centers in the European Region (ENIC)
Qawra, Malta

Study day: Reinforcing the Contribution of Higher
Education and NGOs to Education for All - NGO-UNESCO
Working Group on Education for All 
IIEP Paris, France 

Visiting Advisors Program, Salzburg Global Seminar
Minsk, Belarus

CRES 2008 – UNESCO Regional Conference on Higher Education
in Latin America and the Caribbean
Cartagena de Las Indias, Columbia

July 2008 
AUF Multilateral Steering Committee on University Governance
programme
Montreal, Canada

Project Atlas Meeting, Institute of International Education (IIE)
Utrecht, the Netherlands 

September 2008
EAIE Conference 2008
Antwerp, Belgium 

Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE) General
Conference:
Paris, France

61st United Nations Department of Public Information
(DPI)/NGO Conference
Paris, France

Meeting with European University Association (EUA)/Council
for Doctoral Education (CDE)
Belgium, Brussels 

Babes-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca, and the UNESCO
European Centre for Higher Education (CEPES) conference:
Enhancement and Dissemination of Information,
Research and Knowledge on
Higher Education 
Cluj, Romania

Annual signing ceremony and 
20th Anniversary of the signing of
the Magna Charta Universitatum
Bologna, Italy 
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Association of Indian Universities
Annual Conference, Chennai, India 
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Information and Data Collection, Publications and Communications
IAU Reference publications
The contents and technical underpinnings of the IAU reference publica-
tions have undergone a major change in 2008. These transformations
were necessary:

• To respond to increased competition in the availability of reference
material on higher education institutions and systems;

• To capitalize on the availability of improved software for better
production and data collection, both required to deal with the ever
growing number of institutions of higher education;

• To offer better access to data and to modernize IAU reference
publications’ image.

These changes have had some of the following important consequences:

• the International Handbook of Universities is published every year,
instead of every two years;

• the World List of Universities and Other Higher Education
Institutions is no longer published;

• the Handbook will cover all higher education institutions offering
at least a postgraduate degree and/or  a professional diploma in
four years or more;

• the appearance of both the Handbook and the World Higher
Education Database (WHED) CD-Rom has been improved;

• the search facilities of the WHED CD-Rom have become more
intuitive and user-friendly;

• the Handbook has several new features;

• online access to all WHED data is provided with every purchase of
the Handbook.

With these improvements completed, the IAU is proud to offer:

• the most comprehensive and up-to-date information resources on
higher education institutions and systems worldwide;

• the WHED CD-Rom, containing all the data collected by IAU, free
of charge to all IAU Members along with 50% discount on all addi-
tional copies of the CD-Rom or the Handbook;

• two different reference products annually, released at different
periods of the year.

In the future IAU expects to:

• Provide an even easier to use and up-to-date database with an
increased number of automated functionalities;

• Find partners to produce thematic and/or additional regional gui-
des;

• Offer a complete online product which will be updated in real time
on an on-going basis;

• Include in WHED, all HEIs offering at least a 3-year degree.

The joint IAU/UNESCO Information Centre on Higher Education
continues to maintain the collection of over 40,000 publications on
higher education from all over the world and to manage the
International Bibliographic Database on Higher Education (HEDBIB),
which can be consulted online and for free on both the IAU and
UNESCO websites: 

IAU: www.unesco.org/iau/onlinedatabases/hedbib.html
UNESCO: http://databases.unesco.org/iau/hedbib/



International Handbook of
Universities: 20th edition

Released in August 2008, the first
edition in its new, two volume format,
includes basic information on the 
education system of 183 countries and
territories, a list of regional and 
international organizations working in
the field of higher education as well as
2 indexes: one by institution and the
other by field of study.  This new format

also marks 50 years since the first edition of the
International Handbook of Universities was
published in 1959.  

For each of the more than 12,000 institutions,
IAU publishes information such as:

• Name (original and English) and full
postal address;

• Telephone, fax, e-mail, and websites;

• Principal academic and administrative
officers with their contact details;

• All faculties, colleges, schools, institutes,
and departments within the institutions
and fields of study offered;

• Brief historical background;

• Information on academic year, admission
requirements and tuition fees;

• Degrees and diplomas offered at each
level of study;

• Student services, special facilities (e.g.
museums), and publications;

• Size and breakdown of academic staff;

• Student enrolment numbers including
foreign students.

Online single user access to the WHED data
is offered with each International
Handbook of Universities. 
This publication can be ordered at: 
www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?PID=
271254
(IAU Members are entitled to a 50% discount
on the displayed price).

World Higher Education Database
(WHED) 2008: 10th edition

This revamped and updated edition of IAU 
CD-Rom was released in May 2008. With its
easy-to-use interface and user-friendly search
facilities, it is the most comprehensive IAU
reference publication on higher education
worldwide. It includes detailed information on
the education system and credentials of 183
countries, the same information as contained
in the Handbook on over 12,000 higher 
education institutions plus basic information

on some 5,000 higher education institutions 
offering a 3-year diploma. 

The WHED is, from this year, part of the 
benefits offered to all IAU Members in good
standing.
www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?PID=
271255

Guide to Higher Education in
Africa: 4th edition

This IAU regional publication was
released in January 2008. It is publi-
shed every three years in partnership
with the Association of African
Universities (AAU). It includes
details on the education system
and credentials of each of the 50
countries and 750 higher 
education institutions.

The Guide can be ordered at: 
www.palgrave.com/products/
title.aspx?PID=
279557

29



30

IAU Scholarly Journal: Higher
Education Policy (HEP)

Having celebrated twenty years of publication
in 2008, Higher Education Policy continues
to fulfill its mission of analyzing higher educa-
tion policies being elaborated and implemen-
ted at either government or state and institu-
tional levels around the world.  Its articles
vary between theoretical papers and case stu-
dies offering original contributions to the
reflections on higher education policy change
and reform.  During the reporting period four
issues were published.  Two of these brought 
together a collection of papers presented at
two international meetings.  The following the-
mes were covered the issues published bet-
ween 1 October 2007 and 30 September
2008:

• Sustaining Diversity: Differentiating
Higher Education Systems in Knowledge
Society (Vol. 20, no.4); 

• World Class Universities (Vol. 21, no.1);  

• Higher Education in the 21st Century –
Diversity of Missions (Vol. 21, no.2);    

• Academic Vigour in Changing Contexts
(Vol. 21, no.3).

Higher Education Policy is offered to all IAU
Members as part of their membership bene-
fits.  Subscription to the journal is available
on www.palgrave-journals.com/hep/subs-
cribe.html

In 2008 Palgrave MacMillan Ltd., the 
publishers of all IAU publications, digitized 
all volumes of HEP, starting with volume 9
(1996). These are available in pdf format 
on their website www.palgrave-
journals.com/hep/archive/index.html?sho-
wyears= 

IAU/Palgrave Prize in Higher
Education Policy Research 
The IAU/Palgrave Prize in Higher Education
Policy Research (2008 edition) on:
Contribution of Higher Education –
Teaching, Research and Service - towards
Achieving the UN Millennium Development
Goals was not awarded due to a lack of
papers of sufficient quality.  

The 2009 competition was opened with a
deadline for submissions on 31 March, 2009.
The theme for this edition of the prize is
Equitable Access, Success and Quality -
Three Essential Ingredients or Three
Mutually Exclusive Concepts for Higher
Education Development?, is linked to the 
IAU thematic focus on Access and Success in
Higher Education.

Higher Education News;
News from IAU; News
about IAU Members

IAU E-Bulletin

With over 2,700 subscribers, the IAU E-
Bulletin – a monthly electronic higher educa-
tion news and information service – continues
to be a very popular source of internet-based
information for the higher education commu-
nity around the world. 

The E-Bulletin summarizes recent and upco-
ming IAU activities, publications and projects.
The bulk of the E-Bulletin, however, is devoted
to offering an overview of developments, new
policies and reforms taking place at national
and regional level, always leading the reader
to the source of additional information cited.    

A free subscription to the IAU E-Bulletin and
access to the six most recent archived editions
are available from IAU homepage (upper right
hand corner) or directly at:
www.unesco.org/iau/iau_e_bulletin.html



IAU Horizons 

IAU Horizons is the quarterly newsletter
of the Association. Read by more than
2000 people, and available in English
and French and in both print and online
formats, each issue disseminates infor-
mation on recent and upcoming IAU
activities and projects; profiles new IAU
Members; summarizes major events in
higher education around the world and
offers news from IAU Members and
major partners. 

Each issue is also themed around a contempo-
rary topic in higher education which is usually
introduced with a general overview and dis-
cussed or examined in a range of regionally
focused articles written by senior stakeholders
within the global higher education community.
During the year under review IAU Horizons
focused on the following topics: 

• The Impact of the Bologna Process
Outside Europe (Vol. 13, no. 4, October
2007) 

• Higher Education and Economic
Imperatives: What's up? (Vol. 14, no.1,
April 2008) 

• The 13th IAU General Conference (Vol.14,
no. 2-3, October 2008) 

Each issue of IAU Horizons is archived on the
IAU website. 

(www.unesco.org/iau/association/a_news-
letter2008.html ). 

IAU Website

The IAU website, which is available in English
and French, is the Association’s  most easily
accessible form of communication. As well as
being a focal point for information on IAU’s
thematic priorities, past, present and future
meetings and conferences, publications, policy
statements  and projects, the website provides
access to several IAU databases and devotes
several sections to news from Members.  It
also offers an international Events Calendar,
makes available access to a variety of declara-
tions, codes of good practice, bibliographies
and new publications that are of interest to the
global Higher Education community.  

The website is updated on a monthly basis
and contains over 2000 files.  

The IAU website is available at:
www.unesco.org/iau
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(1 OCT. 2002 to 30 SEPT. 2003)
(with comparative totals for 2001-02)
in EUROS

INCOME 2008 2007
Membership dues 939 976 920 000
Contracts and grants 180 388 200 962
Conferences and Meeting 273 387 55 546
LEADHER Programme 70 000 70 000
Innovation Fund 20 000 -
Publications 67 258 74 427
Other income 51 483 64 889

TOTAL INCOME 1 602 492 1 385 824

EXPENDITURE 2008 2007
Staff Costs (Salaries, Consultants and Social Charges) 907 879 878 946
Programme Activities and Conferences 473 015 255 077
Administrative Board and Committees 39 641 37 256
Administration and Office Costs 138 649 112 685
Other charges 6 372 23 693

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 1 565 556 1 307 657

RESULT 36 936 78 167

1 OCT. 2007 to 30 SEPT. 2008
(with comparative totals for 2006-07)
in EUROS

Financial Year 2007-2008
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Explanatory note of
financial results

In general IAU revenues and

expenditures have remained

stable for the financial year

2007-08. Income from 

membership fees for the year

2008, and for the past years

when payment of arrears is

included, has been relatively

constant despite the change in

IAU membership fee structure

which took effect in the 

previous year (2006-2007). 

On the other hand, the income

from contracts and grants was

smaller than forecasted in the

budget 2008.   IAU has 

continued to build a reserve,

which stands at 200,000 Euros

at the end of 2008.

Expenditures have remained

stable. 



IAU Committees and Task Forces

S tanding Committees and Task Forces are very important to current
and future development of IAU. Indeed as well as IAU Executive
Committee, whose Members are detailed on page 7, the

Administrative Board also works through two other Standing Committees –
the Finance Committee and the Membership Development Committee and
several Task Forces and other advisory bodies.

Identifying the Board members who will Chair and serve on the two commit-
tees is a key task undertaken during the first Administrative Board meeting
(December 2008).  For Task Forces and other groups, the Board is invited
to identify and suggest experts in the various fields needed in order for IAU
to draw on  the best and most balanced expertise possible.

The complete list of advisory bodies, their respective Terms of Reference and
Membership are available online in the IAU Website and related web pages.

Additional expertise is always welcome from any IAU Member institution or
association.  To inquire how to
become involved or for further
information, please contact IAU at
iau@unesco.org 

Conferences and Meetings  

IAU 3rd Global Meeting of Associations of Universities (GMA III)
Guadalajara, Mexico – 20-22 April 2009, on:

Associations, Networks, Alliances: Making Sense of the
Emerging Global Higher Education Landscape

Hosted by the University of Guadalajara, in cooperation with
Asociación Nacional de Universidades e Instituciones de
Educación Superior (ANUIES)

Held every two years and organized exclusively for leaders of national,
regional and international associations of universities, the Global Meeting
of Associations offer a unique opportunity for association leaders of IAU
Member and Non Member Organizations alike to meet as peers to
exchange ideas and to network.  IAU also strives to help set an agenda
for increased collective action among association leaders.    

More information as well as the report on the GMA is available online:
www.unesco.org/iau/conferences/Mexico2009/index.html

GMA III participants will also have the opportunity to attend a confe-
rence on An Inter-American Higher Education Collaboration:
Working together to Shape the Future of our Communities,
organized by three regional organizations of higher education -
IOHE, CONAHEC and HACU.   
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Coming up in Soon!



• IAU 2009 International Conference on: The Role of Higher
Education in Promoting Inter-cultural Dialogue and
Understanding. Host University: Notre Dame University – Louaize,
Beirut, Lebanon.  Dates: 5-6 November 2009. 

• IAU 2010 International Conference on: Ethics and Values 
in Higher Education in the Era of Globalization. 
Host University: Mykolas Romeris University, Vilnius, Lithuania. 
Dates:  25-26 June 2010.  

• IAU will co-organize a session on University Rankings that will form
part of the 1st World Social Sciences Forum, organized by the
International Social Science Council (ISSC).  This special Session will take
place in Bergen, Norway, on Tuesday 11 May 2009.  Further information
on the WSSC is available online at: www.rokkan.uib.no/wssf/ 

• IAU will actively participate in the UNESCO World Conference on
Higher Education +10. Entitled: New Dynamics of Higher
Education, it will take place in Paris, France on 5-8 July, 2009. 
For further information, see www.unesco.org

• IAU will be co-sponsoring the 2009 Global Forum on Cross-Border
Higher Education organized by the Observatory on Borderless Higher
Education (OBHE), an IAU Affiliate.  The Forum entitled: Global
Connections – Local Impacts: Best Practices, Models and
Policies for Cross-Border Higher Education will be held in
Kuala Lumpur (KL), Malaysia, from 21 - 24 October 2009. 
For further information please visit the following site:www.obhe.ac.uk

• IAU will co-sponsor the World Universities Congress organized by
Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University, an IAU Member in Turkey.  The
Congress will focus on: What should be the new aims and 
responsibilities of universities within the framework of 
global issues and will take place on 20 - 24 October 2010.
www.comu.edu.tr/english/
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Special projects   
• IAU 3rd Global Survey on Internationalization of Higher

Education - As detailed on page 16, IAU will be launching its 3rd Global
Survey on Internationalization of Higher Education in February 2009. For
further details, please consult the IAU web pages, or contact Mr. Ross
Hudson, IAU Programme Officer, on Hudson.iau@unesco.org

• New UNEP-IAU Project on Sustainable Lifestyles  - A new
research project aiming at analyzing student perspectives on
Sustainable Lifestyles will be launched in February.  The Project,
coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
with the support of the Swedish Ministry of the Environment, is developed
in partnership with the International Association of Universities (IAU).
The Global Survey on Sustainable Lifestyles is an ambitious initiative
meant to explore how sustainable lifestyles, a challenge for present
and future generations, are perceived, envisaged and shaped by
young adults from different cultures and backgrounds around the
world. Due to its global and diverse membership base IAU has become
an active partner of the Global Survey on Sustainable Lifestyles.  A selection
of 50 Higher Education Institutions, Members of IAU, are invited to acti-
vely participate in this project.  Information on the Survey is available
online at: www.unep.fr/gssl.  Further information can be found at:
vantland.iau@unesco.org

New Look to IAU Horizons; New Location for IAU’s
Website:  

IAU Horizons - IAU’s newsletter which will now appear three times a
year has a new look. We hope readers will like it and will be inspired to
share their information with the editors.  A major goal of IAU Horizons
is to profile the achievements and upcoming work of IAU Members. 
To share news and information contact Dr. Van’t Land, IAU Director,
Memberships and Programme Development, Editor in Chief, IAU
Horizons, at vantland.iau@unesco.org.

In 2009 IAU will actively seek a new home for its website since new,
more restrictive regulations established by UNESCO mean that all
NGOs and official delegations of Member States that have been using
the UNESCO internet domain and server must move.  Advance notice
of the new website and email addresses for IAU will be widely dis-
seminated to all.  
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STAFF
Over the past year, there were a few 
changes among the IAU staff members.

Mr. Sylvain Charpentier resigned from
IAU after some five years to take up an
exciting new position.  Mr. Ross Hudson
joined the staff as Programme Officer in
August 2008, quickly taking responsibility
for several areas including the coordination
of the IAU 3rd Global Survey on
Internationalization of Higher Education,
assisting the editor of IAU Horizons and
drafting the Association’s Annual Report.  

Ms. Annapaola Coppola joined IAU for
a period of three months to assist with the
organization of the 13th General
Conference.  Ms. Elodie Boisfer
continued with IAU after her initial 
internship in order to replace Mrs. Ellie
Montazeri, the Secretary General’s
Executive Assistant, who was on maternity
leave.  The IAU congratulates Ellie and her
husband on the birth of their beautiful baby
girl.  

Eva EGRON-POLAK
Secretary-General and Executive
Director
eegron.iau@unesco.org

Isabelle TURMAINE
Director, Information Centre and
Services
turmaine.iau@unesco.org

Hilligje VAN’T LAND, PhD
Senior Programme Manager
vantland.iau@unesco.org

Dana SHEIKH, PhD
Senior Research and Policy Analyst
Sheikh.iau@unesco.org

Geneviève RABREAU
Manager, Reference Publications
rabreau.iau@unesco.org

Georgeta SADLAK
Manager, Information Systems
sadlak.iau@unesco.org

Elzbieta KARWAT
Manager, Documentation Centre
karwat.iau@unesco.org

Christiane OBERLIN
Office Manager
oberlin.iau@unesco.org

Isabelle DEVYLDER
Programme Officer
devylder.iau@unesco.org

Ross HUDSON 
Programme Officer
hudson.iau@unesco.org

Ellie MONTAZERI
Executive Assistant
montazeri.iau@unesco.org

Nicholas POULTON
Administrative/Editorial Assistant
poulton.iau@unesco.org

Christina KEYES
Assistant, Reference Publications
keyes.iau@unesco.org

Samuel POUSSON
Assistant, Reference Publications
pousson.iau@unesco.org

Saholi ANDRIAMBOLOLO-NIVO
Assistant, Reference Publications
andriambololo.iau@unesco.org

Nadja KYMLICKA
Junior Consultant
IAU3@unesco.org
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The International Universities Bureau is the permanent Secretariat of the Association. Our offices are housed in the NGO House, at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, France.
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